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Greetings from the Provincial President
Newsletter No. 55
November 2014

The opening of the Worldwide Conference of Provincial Presidents,
In the UK during November 2014
Iritana Hankins, our Provincial President for Aotearoa New Zealand and
Polynesia; with Caroline Welby, wife of the Most Rev. Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury, who recently visited New Zealand; and Lynne
¢tSYoSes 22NIRARS t NBAARSY(d 2F (K
New Zealand in May 2015.
It was once suggested that if you look closely at the version of the MU badge
which features Australia, New Zealand seems to be in danger of falling off the
edge of the map.
Not likely!



From our Provincial President

te whanau a te Karaiti,
Tena koutou katoa. Dear Mothers' Union members and Friends,

Greetings from the High Leigh Conference Centre where the Provincial Presidents fro
twenty-seven countries are gathering for our Conference over a period of seven days
consider the conference them&A Goal to Celebrate.”

The fascination for me, was the fellowship we shared, learning what is taking place in oth
countries, sharing stories and being a part of the worldwide forum. This was a humblin
SELISNASYOS a4 ¢S OFYS (23SGKSNJ Ia ac¢KS
leaders of Mothers' Union, having been called by him to this ministry.

Lynne Tembey our Mothers' Union World Wide President welcomed us to the conferenc
FOly26ft SRAIAYT K26 (GKS RNBIY FT2N GKS 0O2y1
we are growing, and this will be discussed further during our time together. We place ou
GNHzaGd Ay [/ KNR&aG G2 SylroftS dza G2 tAOBSI acF

Later, in an inspiring address Caroline Welby spoke of her role as the wife of th
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, stating that nothing in the world had prepare
her for this role and yet there are many high expectations of her. For her, Christ has ch
sen her for this role, to be herself and-ooe else. In former times she would have com-
pared herself to other people, but now feels "God is okay he made me."

At the end of each day we met in our family groups of six members for evening prayers.
was the leader of Hilda of Whitby having lead our first service. Other members include
Rita Ayeebo of West Africa, Josephine Rwagje of Rwanda, Jean McPRarsardson of
Scotland and Nang Myint Myint Yee of Myanmar and her interpreter Cynthia Yin Yin May
In total there were five groups, each named after a saint. There were four Priests amon
us. Libbie Crossman, Rhonda Wabukala, Edidah Mujinya, and me. We led the morn
traditional fellowhip, encouraging each member to include their mother tongue during
prayers an hymns.

The highlight of the conference for me was working in our family groups to produce ou
statement, placing it before the total conference, and allowing Reg Bailey CEO and tl
management team to collect each one and compose a joint statement. The next evenir
we further examined the statement to test if it was grammatically correct etc, and it was
FAYLEte | OOSLIISR o0& |ff tta LINBaSyido 2
Union statement from our Provincial Presidents for 2014. This is published on our NZ we
site or a hard copy can be requested from your Diocesan Leaders.

Iritana Hankins

2 All this day, O Lord, >>
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Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, and 2015 promises to be even bigger, with the v
of our Worldwide President, and other events to look forward to.

With Christmas Greetings from Iritana (Provincial President) and Margaret (News Editor)

May the faith and hope of Christmas
Light your way the whole year through.

Wellington Diocese

¢KS . NXYyOK Fd {G alFNYlQ&azZ . lF&arAy whtatBaNDIS
community activities: monthly baking W.,, R—

for Ronald McDonald Hous
(Newtown); knitting for the NedNatal
Trust Wellington Hospital; and knitti
beanies for the Mission to Seafarer
Also, as a group, they meet monthly
Holy Communion followed generally L
a speaker or a visit. Several membeg
catered for four Saturday's Sidg-Side [®
Mentoring Training days held migkar, |
providing morning tea and lunch.

In August the group joined AAW at
Mary's Karori for a communion Servi .
morning tea and a joint visit to Futuna Chapel. Asamranged by Jo Shepherd, Mrs Bernie
Pool, a Futuna Trustee met us at the chapel. She presented an interesting history of tt
Chapel its architectural design and its construction by the Brothers, encouraging us t
explore the chapel and touch the various marble furniture and the wooden crucifix.

Epiphany Branch is going on a Magical Mystery Tour to mark their 66th Birthday i
Riversdale Christian Camp. They are going by minibus on Tuesday November 4th. Th
will be a datashow presentation and a tour of the camp, which provides holidays and
respite care for families. Then members are off to the shore for a MU service and a picni
followed closely by a paddle in the Pacifisn iced birthday cake will be cut by our newest
member. Ten new members have been enrolled this year, so they must be doin
something right! says their leader Marjorie.

The Parent Encouragement Program committee have met recently. The feeling amongst
as a group is that, because we have come so far with a valuable course, we shol
continue

Heather Dawson

let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; > > 3



Waikato -Taranaki Diocese

CFrGKSNBRQ 5F& Fd {d tSGISNRa /I i§KSRNAtftheA y
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i Union with the support of their
husbands and children¢ KS { 4 t
Branch had been in recess for several
years and there was great excitement

~ as the women joined existing MU
members to restart it. The previous

¢ evening Dean Peter Rickman blessed
GKS 62YSyQa dzyAF2N
same pattern as those worn in

® Zimbabwe and they looked very

L attractive. To support them two
Zimbabwean MU members from
Auckland joined them as they made their promises, and family and friends made up a chc
complete with shakers and a drum, filling the Cathedral with a joyful souhd.his
introduction Dean Peter told the congregation MU worldwide has a membership of ovel
4.1 million and made special mention of the 3,200 members in the war torn city of
Baghdad. We were delighted Ruth Riddell, Diocesan AAW President was able to be with
together with her husband and daughteRuth and a MU member carried up the Elements
for the Communion.

Our Diocese is unique in that it has
/T GKSRNYI fa gAGK 020K
members. Archdeacon Reg Nicholson,
former Honorary Chaplain assisted the Dean ¢ -
me in the Waikato admission servicedaving}
two men members in the Branch will give
added dimension to it.

Mothers Union in the Taranaki Cathedral of St
Mary continues to attract newmembers, the latest being admitted at the Corporate
Communion on 15 OctoberWe have been trying to attract younger women and Amelia
has lowered the age group considerably as a mother of three young chiltiverhope her
interest and involvement will encourage some more women of her age to join us.

fel Diocesan member Beverly Berwick continues to make
ke PR OKAf RNByQa af ALIISNE FT2NJ / KNX
vam;;:;m: " 7/ September 2014 she has knitted 600 pairs which have been
E gratefully received.

Rosemary Bent

4 and every life | touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken >>



Auckland Diocese

The Southern Archdeaconry Meeting was held at St. Andrews church in Pukekoohe

on Wednesday 3rd September. Our speaker was the Vicar, the Rev. Jan Wallace, w
addressed us about the long list of support initiatives given to the Pukekohe district b
YSYOSNE 2F {d ! yRNBsQa LI NARAKX FyR G2
at large. Members were very interested in the way the community rallied around the
Church to help needy members of society.

Mothers Union was represented at théAuckland
Diocesan Synod by the President, Joan Neild,

held in the lovely surroundings of the Copthorne Hotep
Paihia where we used the Treaty Room at the hotel for®
entire session. During the second day a visit was ma¢s
the Marsden Cross at Ohoi. Members were bussed to_
site and made the walk down the hill together. :
atmosphere all around the cross felt sacred. There wis
positive feeling to the synod with members appreciatézzé
the free seating in the sessions, and being able to shas
life beyond the business that bonds us. A very positive
to the next 200 years. Joan and Katherine enjoying
the walk to the cross

The MU Auckland Diocesan Council Meeting was held on Wednesday the 8th
October at the Anglican Trust for Women and Children (ATWC) in Otahuhu. The d
opened with a service in the chapel led by Vieeesident Raewyn Skipper. Joan Neild read
the lesson and the Intercessions were led by Maggle Davidson. There were 23 members
~ ; T attendance, and 34 apologies.
After the service, we were
able to use the beautifully
renovated meeting room and
kitchen. Mrs Monika Clark,
wife of the National Director
of the Church Army was guest
speaker at the meeting, and
told us about the mentoring
LINEINF YYS yI YSF
t SNELISOUADSac
help young Mothers and
Raewyn leading the MU service in the ATWC chapel other people using trained
We enjoy filling the place with flowers when we go there. Mentors.

(see over)

whether through the word | speak, >> 5



The programme was established in 1973, and operates in partnership with Christia
OKdzNDKS & o LG Aa F LINPANIYYS W2HARBINEK:
Raewyn has already become a volunteer.)

The Rev. Philip Beilby, CEO of the ATWC brought-tesdgte about the work being done

by the Trust. He agreed with a suggestion that it would be good for MU to replace th
garden seat that has collapsed, and attach to it the plaque in memory of Mrs Murie
Gowing, wife of Bishop Eric Gowing, who was a past higklyected MU Leader and
supporter of the ATWC. The plaque has outlived two previous garden seats.

After the meeting, a delicious lunch was shared by all before we dispersed far and wic
throughout the Auckland Diocese.

We had expected to have our supply of 20dBristmas cards, A4 calendars, and
diaries (English haretovered, and Australian large and small) for sale at the meeting but,
unfortunately, the orders did not arrive in time. If you require any of these items please
contact Margaret Baker, phone 09 528.4814 or email
dav.mar@xtra.co.nz.

sty A2 0KSNBRQ | YA2Y A& 22AYyAy3d T2

WEAVING and other Churchwomen to organise a service in Holy Trinity
Cathedral on Sunday 23rd November (Aotea Sunday) at 1 p.m.

INTOTHE yiAu B8y 3 A Y (i@ will KebrateC dzii

FUTURE 2 2vsyoa aixyraiaNE Ay bSg %SHt

e - 201 Yeg it is almost 200 years since the first recorded preaching

of the Christian Gospel in New Zealand.

Joan Neild

The Marsden cross which marks the area at Oihi Point where the first
sermon was preached. Featuring in the poster advertising this event
and a surprise gift for all who attend the service on Aotearoa Sunday.

L. ameis®

Financial Report

The next financial report will be included in our February 2015 newsletter. The end of oL
financial year is 31st December, and the report will include all our financial dealings up |
the end of this year, including the expenses incurred in relation to the Provincia
t NEBAARSYGaQ /2yFSNByOSo taisihgidelibefafiohs toyeguip R =
us for the future. Especially in view of the forthcoming visit by our MU Worldwide
President, Lynne Tembey, in May 2015, which will not happen without incurring som:
financial input from us.

6 the prayer | breathe, or the life | live. Amen. >>



WE HAVE COME FULL CIRCLE

Margaret Wilson and Dame Miriam Dell at the National
Council of Women  Conference held in Auckland-1210
October 2014.

MWCKS az2iKSNBRQ | yAz2y KlFa y
- Natlonally Organised Member affiliated to NCW,
brmglng us back into the fold. Dame Miriam has just
celebrated a significant birthday, and is using a mobility
frame, but is still as bright as a button, and was one of a
group of life members who attended the conference. She told me that her introduction to
NCW was as a representative of MU.

Belinda Greenwood (Hibiscus Coast) who is a member of MU, has bettted as NCW

Convenor for Family Affairs, Margaret Wilson (Auckland) and Raewyn Skipper (Counti
Manukau) are her Corresponding Members, and we will all be working closely together.
FY £221Ay3 F2NBIFINR G2 FSSRAy3a Ayid2 b/ 2 |
involvement at the United Nations and other fields of act|V|ty worldwide. Our membershlp
2F¥ b/ 2 KFra 2dzaid 0SSy aiuNBy3aikSySR oe
tfeY2dziKZ 22AYyAy3 GKSANI €201t b/ 2 . NIyOK

Things are already progressing at speed. Our three Auckland MU representatives have
far contributed to an action item on social issues in NZ, and we have just received anoth
on Gender Equality strategy work. Quite a bit of time and effort involved, but we can do it
especially with guidance coming from Mary Sumner House on this issue. A hot top
everywhere.

¢19 !'bD[L/!b 2ha9bQ{ {¢!5L9{ /h'!b
The theme of the Hui, held from 29th Sept to 1st Oct aW& Ky Qa ¢ KS2f 2 =
Auckland, wasa / KdzNOK X 2 2 Y S ywittsthe [qiestienAmamR! Kréis was the
aS02yR I dA FGGSYRSR o0& W2ly bSAfRX I yR
O2y Gl Ayada Y& O2yiGNRodziAz2y SyGaAdt SR a! a2
days | felt we spent too much time talking about ourselves, especially as most people thel
seemed to be regular attenders and old friends. | was told this was not the case, e.g.
large contingent of Kahui Wahine members had flown up from Wellington for the first
time. | felt that, rather than talking about myself, | should have been promoting some of
0KS 322R GKAYy3& |062dzi GKS a2l KSNEQday NZy A
where so much support for families is being offered by the Government and other
agencies. However, MU has a niche, offering Christian care throughout the world, bein
one big family ourselves now with over 4 million members in 83 countries.

Our three days together were filled with emotional and spiritual warmth engendered by
splendid organisation and inspiring speakers. The full report of the Hui is printed in the
Studies Centre newsletter, October 2014.

The personal prayer of Mary Sumner, founder of the MU in 1876. 7



From our point of view it was good to liaise and draw inspiration from otherntikeled
/| KNR&GALFY LIS2LX So 28 aGNBaaSR GKIG Ay
R2 y20 LINBIOKX odzi Ay Fft 2dzNJ I OGABAGAS

Margaret Wilson

i
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Sent in by a friend who remarked
GL F2dzyR GKA& lFy2yeédYy2dza | NIAOES RSSLX & Y

Bagpiper at a funeral

As a bagpiper, | play many gigs. Recently | was asked by a funeral director to play a
graveside service for a homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to
Fd F LI dzLISNBEQ OSYSUGOSNE Ay GKS oF Ol 0O2dzy(
la L ¢6la y2Gd FEYAEAFINI 6AGK GKS ol O1622R3
| finally arrived an hour late and saw the undertaker had evidently gone and the hearse we
nowhere in sight. There were only diggers and crew left, and they were eating lunch. | fe
bad and apologised to the men for being late. | went to the side of the grave and looke
R26y>S FYR (4KS @ldAG tAR g6l a& | tNBFERe Ay
play.

The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. | played out my hea
FyR &a2dzZ F¥2NJ GKA&A YIyYy 6AGK y2 TFlLYAte& |y
this homeless man.

'YR F&d L LXFeSR a!YFTAy3 DNIOS¢ (G(KS 42N
wept together. When | finished | packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. Thoug
my head hung low, my heart was full.

la L 2LSYySR GKS R22N) 42 Y& OFNJ L KSINR
GKIGdG 0ST2NBE = YR LQ@S 0SSy LdzidAy3a Ay 3

THE PROVINCIAL TEAM
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